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Repaired and Repurposed

Dear Parish Family,

An old Japanese art form is called 
kintsugi. When a pottery vessel is 
broken, it is repaired. The cracks 
are filled with lacquer mixed with 
precious metal—gold, silver, or 
platinum. This is an expression of 
the Japanese philosophy of wabi-
sabi—embracing the flawed or 
imperfect. Just because something 
is old, or much-repaired, or worn 
does not mean it is not useful, 
and, in its own way, beautiful.

We need not always discard the 
old and pursue the new. We can 
look beyond what appear at first to 
be imperfections, and see the use 
and the value and the beauty of 
what has been in use for a long 
time.

I think our brother Jesus looks 

upon us as kintsugi—flawed, 
broken vessels restored to use 
and beauty by the golden lacquer 
of his love and grace. We fall and 
break. He dips his brush in gold 
and carefully puts us back 
together. We go back into his 
service, as the vessels that bear 
his name and his word and his 
love to the hungry and thirsty 
world. We are not discarded for 
our imperfections. We are 
repaired and repurposed.

Is my life broken, flawed, 
cracked? Absolutely. Maybe 
yours is too. But we are 
reassembled by the Master 
Craftsman to new use and 
beauty.

The Rev. John Borrego
Priest at St. John’s
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THE LESSONS
Lectionary Year A

AUGUST 2
Ninth Sunday after 
Pentecost
Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 17:1-7,16
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

AUGUST 9
Tenth Sunday after 
Pentecost
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 
45b
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

AUGUST 16
Eleventh Sunday after 
Pentecost
Genesis 45:1-15
Psalm 133
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15: (10-20), 
21-28

AUGUST 23
Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost
Exodus 1:8-2:10
Psalm 124
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

AUGUST 30
Thirteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost
Exodus 3:1-15
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 
45c
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

 

 A note from the Evangel editor
My youngest daughter recently asked me why the first day of summer is in June when 
summer starts in May. We sat down together and sorted out the summer break/
summer season conundrum, and while I was explaining it to her, I realized…a whole 
season. We did not have in-person church for the entire season of spring. The 
realization made me dizzy and gave me a foggy feeling of unreality. 

We are now in the church season after Pentecost, sometimes called “ordinary time”—
the season outside the big holy days of the Christian calendar. The name makes me 
smile a little, because these times are so extraordinary. It has been a struggle recently 
to remain hopeful, as our separation from each other stretches into another season. 
The work of the church continues—the hands and feet of Jesus are moving and 
serving through us—but still, I miss the Nave, the pews, the music, the liturgy, and the 
cup. 

The National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. live streams their service every Sunday 
morning and they offer a prayer for spiritual communion. The service leaflet reads, “A 
spiritual communion is a personal devotional that anyone can pray at any time to 
express their desire to receive Holy Communion at that moment, but in which 
circumstances impede them from actually receiving Holy Communion.” The prayer 
follows: 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar. I love you above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot 
receive you in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, come spiritually into my 
heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never 
be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life 
to come. Amen.

May we remember that we are never separated from Him.  

  —Merrie Beard

St. John’s Resource Committee
As many of you may know, St. John's still has a loan from the "Make Room for 
God" campaign. The funds were used to build the chapel wing and remodel 
parts of the existing building. The amount left on the loan is about $130,000. In 
an effort to finally get out from under that debt, the Resource Development 
Committee along with the Vestry, want to let you know of a giving opportunity. 
We've added a choice to our website "Donate Now" button. You can now choose 
to donate strictly to the debt reduction. The choice is labeled "Make Room for 
God (debt reduction)". If you'd rather write a check, you may certainly do so. 
Please send it to the church with "Make Room for God" in the memo line and 
send it to St. John’s, P.O. Box 2088, Norman, OK 73070. 
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PASTORAL CARE

The church is committed 
to the well being of its 
members through caring 
relationships and kind 
actions. The Pastoral 
Care committee and St. 
John’s staff are placing 
calls to check on our 
parishioners during 
COVID-19. Fr. Borrego is 
also available for 
pastoral care via phone 
or email. If you or 
someone you know 
needs care from the 
Pastoral Care 
committee, please 
contact the church office 
at 321-3020, or staff@
episcopalnorman.org. 

Online Church Service Options 
As our isolation from church and our church family continues, it is 
important to find ways to stay connected. Here are a few St. John’s-
specific opportunities:  

Fr. Borrego’s YouTube channel: Our own Fr. Borrego has been offering 
comforting prayer via his YouTube channel. The videos are available on 
the St. John’s website. Grab your Book of Common Prayer and follow 
along at https://episcopalnorman.org/Worship/youtube-videos.html

Adult Sunday School: The adult Sunday School class has been meeting 
via Zoom for the informal fellowship. The next meeting will be July 12. 
All are welcome to pop in between 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Send your 
email or contact info to Owen Mills (owen.mills@att.net) or Anne 
Hutchison (almhutchison@gmail.com) to receive info for logging in. 

St. John’s Morning Prayer: please join us via Zoom for morning prayer 
on Sunday mornings at 11:00 AM (every Sunday until church opens 
back up).  This lay led service takes about 20-30 minutes and is a great 
opportunity for group prayer,  practice of our liturgies, and meditation 
on the lectionary readings.  To join the meeting, just click the link below 
from your computer, smartphone, or tablet.  If you are using a 
smartphone or tablet, download the free Zoom app from your device's 
app store.  If you have questions about this service or about how to use 
Zoom, please contact Shannon Conley at la.emperatriz@gmail.com.

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73026652111?
pwd=WEhxVUNKc2dUWHJXaGRWNlRGdHRLUT09

Meeting ID: 730 2665 2111
Password: 003527  



4 :  ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL

 
Online Giving
Many of you have 
recently taken 
advantage of the 
ease of making 
pledge payments 
online. If you are 
interested in doing so 
as well, go to 
episcopalnorman.org 
and click on the 
DONATE button in the 
upper left corner. 
There is a simple form 
to complete; be sure 
to also complete the 
memo with what the 
donation is for. You 
can use this to pay for 
altar flowers, make 
memorial donations, 
etc. We use a secure 
program facilitated by 
our bank. Questions? 
Contact the office at 
321-3020. 

July and August brought a few staffing 
changes to our church. 

Olivia Burke accepted a position 
teaching music and French to 3-10 
year olds at Children’s House 
Montessori School. She will leave her 
position as parish associate in the 
church office, but will continue in her 
position as our organist and 
choirmaster. 

Merrie Beard will take over Olivia’s 
position in the church office. The 
parish associate position will be 
combined with financial and 
communications to create a position 
called Parish Administrator. 

Staffing Changes at St. John’s

It is with a grateful heart that I have had 
the opportunity to be Youth Minister at St. 
John’s. I have found tremendous joy in 
working with the youth over the last two 
years and they have definitely kept me on 
my toes. I have learned so much during 
my tenure with them as they have taught 
me what it means to be a person of faith 
during our quickly changing times. 

The youth at St. John’s are truly an 
exceptional group of kids. They are not 
just our leaders of tomorrow, but of today 
as they show us the way through the 
trials of this pandemic. I am humbled and 
honored to have accompanied them on 

The changes for Olivia and Merrie 
are both effective August 1. 

Julia Ayala Harris has stepped 
down from her job as Youth Minister 
in order to persue her doctorate 
degree. Julia served as youth 
minister for two years. Emma Brown, 
formerly the youth intern, will step in 
as the new youth minister. 

The youth changes were effective 
as of July 1. 

Please contact the church office at 
staff@episcopalnorman.org or 
321-3020 if you have any questions.

their journey. While I feel a sense of 
loss that I will no longer be in direct 
contact with the youth of our church 
over the next school year, I also know 
that our kids will be in good hands 
under the leadership of Emma Brown. 

My family and I will remain connected 
and committed to St. John’s as our 
parish home. We believe in the 
authentic, intentional, and faithful 
community that exists here. St. John’s 
is our family. Thank you all again for 
this ministry opportunity.

-Julia Ayala Harris

A Message from Our Youth Minister
Both youth group and 
Sunday school will 
take a break during 
August. We 
appreciate Julia 
Harris, Emma brown, 
and Matt and 
Catherine Wilson for 
their efforts to keep 
our kids connected 
during these difficult 
times. See you in 
September! 
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VESTRY

Stephanie Abla
SENIOR WARDEN

Pat Welch
JUNIOR WARDEN

 Martha White 

Chuck Palm

Greg Taylor

Lisa Schade

Andy Hughes

Robert Finley

Susie Laird

Jona Kay Steed

George Elassal

Eager to Love: The Alternate Way of Francis of Assisi
 
Last fall on St Francis’ feast day, I packed up my cat, Puck, and scooted him into the St John’s courtyard to 
receive his blessing for the year, surrounded by a sea of bark happy dogs. Following the blessing, Father 
Helt remarked: “That is the calmest cat I have ever seen.”  This seemed an apt way to celebrate such an 
unflappable saint.   Francis is a beloved church icon, yet he is so much more than his image implies, 
surrounded by pets and bathing birds. In fact, the world in St Francis’ day, the 13th century, had it all—
wars of plunder, plagues, a corrupt church, anarchy in the streets, and gangster oligarchs. It was a time 
not unlike our own. 
 
A study of the philosophy of Francis has much to offer those who are trying to navigate the opposite 
polarities of our own times. This is the message of Eager to Love by Richard Rohr: a Franciscan Priest, of 
the New Mexico province.  Here he examines the non-dualistic philosophy of the man of Assisi who refused 
to take sides, preferring to take to the roads in a solitary brown habit, and to live humbly without judgment.  
 
In speaking of the contrast between dualism and non-dualism, Rohr states:
 
“Separateness is unfortunately the chosen stance of the small self, which then has a hard time thinking 
paradoxically or living in unity— but always takes one side or the other in order to feel secure.  It frames 
everything in a binary way.” 
 
With great wisdom, Francis was able to distinguish between institutional evil and the individual who is 
victimized by it.  This compassion prompted Francis to make seven trips to the Arab world during the 5th 
Crusade. With great courage he attempted to convince the army of the Pope that war was not the will of 
God, and bravely brought his message of peace to the “enemy”, the Sultan himself.  
 
When Rorh calls the non-dualism of St Francis an alternative orthodoxy, he is not throwing the birds out 
with the bathwater so to speak, but challenging us to move to the edges of orthodoxy where transformation 
happens. 
 
I first became acquainted with Richard Rorh in our parish EfM course.  Tina Burdett, our wonderful mentor, 
would often read his blog posts.  If you are interested in the blog you can find it here: https://cac.org/
category/daily-meditations/  If you would like to further discuss Rorh’s ideas, look for a few quotes on the St 
John’s FB in the coming days.  This might be fun to chat about. 
 
Eager to Love: The Alternative Way of Francis of Assisi
Rohr - Franciscan Media - 2020
Paperback $12.19, and Kindle $6.99
 
-reviewed by Margaret Wadleigh

FROM ST. JOHN’S LIBRARY
This monthly column in Evangel features short reviews of books from the parish library as well as Episcopal 
Church Publishing and cathedral stores, and the Education for Ministry program at Sewanee, or books 
recommended by our rector. Books reviewed need not be brand-new, but should serve the purpose of 
expanding our learning resources for spiritual growth—perhaps also introducing texts for study by parish 
groups and Sunday School classes. To participate in this educational lay ministry, contact parish librarian 
Anne Harris anneharris636@gmail.com or Susan Laird susielaird@icloud.com, or Evangel editor Merrie 

Book Review

mailto:anneharris636@gmail.com
mailto:susielaird@icloud.com
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Knit Night Continues Online
"Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; knit my heart to you... 
(Psalm 86:11) While I know the Psalmist wasn't referring to sticks and yarn, this verse 
still speaks to  me, and to the fellowship our group enjoys in gathering and creating 
together. Until we can gather again physically, we'll continue meeting online. 

We invite you to join us the 1st and 3rd Thursday evenings at 8 pm --August 6 and 
August 20. Our Zoom meeting is at the same link as Sunday Morning Prayer: 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73026652111?
pwd=WEhxVUNKc2dUWHJXaGRWNlRGdHRLUT09

Meeting ID: 730 2665 2111
Password: 003527  
 
Please contact Melody Palm at mapalm@ilsu.edu if you have any questions. 

Work on St. John’s community garden continues even 
through the pandemic. Ulli Nollert writes, “The three beds that 
were put in last year have been tilled, mulched and planted 
this Spring. We have a kale plant that managed to survive the 
winter. We put in tomatoes, potatoes, squash, cabbage, 
lettuce, romaine, and peppers. We also seeded cilantro, 
spinach, carrots and radishes but they did not do very well. 
Some basil volunteered and is doing well. I have been 
making a delivery every Monday to Food and Shelter for 
Friends with the harvest. They are happy with all that they can 
get. They are feeding so many that they could easily accept 
ten times as much as our garden can supply. Many thanks to 
Kyle Hamburger and the Scouts for planting and particularly 
for adding mulch a couple of times. They have also taken 
over watering during the week which will be very important 
now that the 100 degree days are here. The picture is of the 
first ripe beefsteak tomato, actually two that have grown 
together. Lots of smaller ones have already gone to Food and 
Shelter.”  
If you would like to volunteer to help the garden, please 
contact the church office. 

 St. John’s Community Garden
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Online Bible Study Continues Luke/Acts

The Wednesday evening Bible discussions on 
Zoom continue the study of Luke and Acts. 
Deacon James Tyree will continue to moderate 
the discussions on Zoom from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesdays.

The Luke-Acts theme will last through the end of 
August. We have delved into these two books as 
one course because The Gospel According to 
Luke and The Acts of the Apostles were originally 
two parts of a single book.

The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
describes Luke as “a unique literary and 
theological contribution to the story of Jesus 
Christ.” The third Gospel starts way back, before 
the birth of Jesus’ older cousin John the Baptist, 
and goes all the way through the day Jesus 
“withdrew from (his disciples) and was carried up 
into heaven.” Perhaps more than any other 
Gospel, Luke emphasizes the full humanity of 
Jesus.

The class covered Luke through June and early 
July and have now proceeded to Act, which picks 
up where Luke left off with Jesus’ ascension. 
From there Acts covers the Day of Pentecost and 

the very foundation and earliest years of the 
Christian church -- primarily through events of 
Peter’s and Paul’s ministries. 

The study of Luke and Acts has succeeded the 
Imaginative Bible Discussion series that started 
in early March at St. John’s and later moved to 
Zoom due to the pandemic. Deacon James will 
continue to lead Wednesday evening Bible 
discussions on Zoom, even after midweek 
services resume. 

You are warmly invited to join us for lively and 
thoughtful discussion as often as your schedule 
and interest allow. The Zoom information for this 
series follows below. 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85105659121?
pwd=U0IvNi9sTXJPRkUwRUErSFlHQzZMdz09

Meeting ID: 851 0565 9121
Password: 605417

St. John’s Launches New Website
St. John's moved to a new website on July 29th. Click on 
https://episcopalnorman.org/  to become familiar with the 
new site and layout. Don't forget to bookmark the new site!  
The new platform will enable the church to stay better 
connected and updated, whether we are the church 
scattered or the church gathered.
If you have ideas or suggestions for content, please email 
webmaster@episcopalnorman.org. Many thanks to St. 
John’s own Greg Taylor for his hard work on this project! 
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Sundays   
7:30 and 10:30 a.m., The Holy Eucharist

Tuesdays   
10 a.m., The Holy Eucharist – chapel
10:30 a.m., Bible study – library
6:00 p.m., Boy Scouts 

Wednesdays   
6:00 p.m., Evening Prayer– chapel

Thursdays 
9:30 a.m., Women's Bible Study - library
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staff@episcopalnorman.org  •  www.episcopalnorman.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S
.

> Keep up with the news of the diocese at:  
www.episcopaloklahoma.org
> Connect with the wider Episcopal Church:
at episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens

Due to COVID-19 virus, all services and activities have been 
suspended until further notice. 

The church office will remain closed, but staff are checking email 
and voicemails daily. Please contact us at 321-3020 or 

staff@episcopalnorman.org.
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SUSPENDED
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